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So u n ds g o o d –
ho w do I ap p ly?

Yo u can s tart y o u r research by visitin g w ebsites like
w w w .u cas.co m to fin d o u t m o re abo u t the ap p licatio n
p ro ces s. Use the checklis t here to help y o u .

Ste p 1: In v e s tig a te th e p o s s ib ilitie s
Draw u p a sho rtlis t o f co lleg es o r u n iversities that
o ffer the co u rse y o u ’re in teres ted in . Start by ap p lyin g
fo r p ro s p ectu ses an d fin din g o u t w hether y o u can
atten d an y o p en day s an d see w hat the p lace an d
p eo p le are really like.

Yo u can g et p ro s p ectu ses fro m the u n iversity o r
co lleg e itself (man y have o n lin e ap p licatio n fo rm s,
s o lo o k o n the in tern et) o r by visitin g y o u r lo cal
Co n n exio n s service. There’s o ften an altern ative
p ro s p ectu s p ro du ced by the s tu den ts them selves.

Yo u can als o g et in fo rmatio n o n w hat an d w here to
s tu dy fro m the Un is tats w ebsite
http ://u n is tats.direct.g o v.u k, w hich brin g s to g ether
key s o u rces o f o fficial in fo rmatio n an d s tatis tical data.

F in d o u t a b o u t:
Th e c o u rs e
Ho w w ill y o u be tau g ht – lectu res, semin ars, tu to rials
o r o n e-o n -o n e ses sio n s ? Ho w w ill y o u be as ses sed –
co u rsew o rk, reg u lar tes ts an d exam s o r lo ts o f exam s
at the en d o f the co u rse? W hat is the co u rse co n ten t?

Yo u can u s u ally fin d this in fo rmatio n o n the u n iversity
o r co lleg e’s w ebsite, o r call them fo r m o re details.

Th e p la c e
If y o u are lo o kin g at co lleg es an d u n iversities aw ay
fro m ho me, in ves tig ate w hat the p lace itself is like.
Thin k abo u t w hether y o u w o u ld p refer to live in a
bu s tlin g city, o r in a small seaside to w n . Yo u sho u ld
als o thin k abo u t the facilities, activities an d clu bs o n
o ffer, w hat the n ig htlife is like, acco mm o datio n an d
w hat the s tu den t mix is like. Ag ain , a lo t o f this
in fo rmatio n w ill be available o n the u n iversity o r
co lleg e’s w ebsite o r in the p ro s p ectu s.

Do yo u r research. W hen it co mes to

ap p lyin g fo r u n iversity o r co llege, yo u ’ll

n eed to do so me research to make su re yo u

p ick the co u rses an d p laces to stu dy that

are best fo r yo u . L eave yo u rself p len ty o f

time to gather in fo rmatio n an d discu ss

o p tio n s w ith yo u r p aren ts o r g u ardian .

W hich w ay sho u ld I g o ? No t su re w hich ro u te is best fo r yo u ? Use o u r step -by-s tep g u ide to

fin d o u t w hat exactly yo u w an t fro m HE – sp en d so me time thin kin g abo u t yo u r an sw ers to

the q u estio n s, an d w hat yo u w an t to do in the lo n g term. Or visit the Co n n exio n s Direct

J o bs4u careers database at w w w .co n n exio n s-direct.co m/jo bs4u
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Cho o sin g the rig ht p ath fo r me

STE P 1

I w a n t to d o h ig h e r e d u c a tio n
b e c a u s e ...
W hat’s the career y o u p ictu re y o u rself in ? Do an y
o f the jo bs y o u ’re in teres ted in req u ire s p ecific
q u alificatio n s ? M aybe y o u w o u ld like to carry o n
s tu dyin g a certain s u bject befo re decidin g w hat
y o u w an t to do – is there an y thin g y o u ’re really
in teres ted in s tu dyin g fu rther?

STE P 4

Th e ty p e o f s tu d y I p r e fe r is ...
W o u ld y o u p refer to w o rk an d s tu dy, s o y o u can
s u p p o rt y o u rself o r o thers ? M aybe y o u sim p ly do n ’t
like the idea o f co n tin u in g in fu ll time edu catio n .

STE P 2

M y fin a n c e s m e a n th a t I w ill n e e d to ...
Do y o u kn o w w here to g o fo r in fo rmatio n abo u t
fin an cial help ? Directg o v is a g o o d s tartin g p o in t –
try w w w .direct.g o v.u k/s tu den tfin an ce. W ill y o u w an t
to g et a p art-time jo b to help s u p p o rt y o u rself? Yo u
mig ht w an t to co n sider do in g a p art-time co u rse.

STE P 6

W h e r e d o I w a n t to s tu d y ?
Do y o u w an t to s tu dy in a bu s y city, o r s tu dy o n a
cam p u s ? Or ex p erien ce a bit o f bo th? Do y o u like to
be n ear the sea? W ill y o u n eed to be n ear en o u g h to
h o me to visit m o s t w eeken ds ?

STE P 3

M y in te r e s ts a r e …
Do y o u have a g o o d idea o f w hat y o u w an t to do ? Or
are y o u in teres ted in s tu dyin g a p articu lar s u bject in
m o re dep th? Do y o u kn o w w hat jo bs y o u r fav o u rite
s u bject o r talen t co u ld lead to ? If n o t, g et in to u ch
w ith y o u r lo cal Co n n exio n s service fo r advice o n
cho o sin g an d ap p lyin g fo r a co u rse o r visit
w w w .co n n exio n s-direct.co m

STE P 5

M y liv in g c o s ts w ill b e …
Perhap s y o u w an t to s tay at ho me. M aybe it w o u ld
save m o n ey, o r y o u n eed to help lo o k after s o meo n e
in y o u r family. If s o , thin k abo u t ho w y o u can s till
g et the m o s t o u t o f y o u r time at u n iversity o r co lleg e
an d w hether y o u can jo in an y clu bs o r s o cieties to
make frien ds. If y o u p lan to m o ve aw ay, thin k abo u t
the ty p e o f acco mm o datio n y o u w o u ld like to s tay
in : halls w ith hu n dreds o f o ther s tu den ts, o r a
p rivate ho u se w ith a han dfu l o f o thers ? Do n ’t fo rg et
to in clu de the co s ts o f all the differen t o p tio n s.


